Advent 3 (Year A)


First Lesson.................................................................... Isaiah 35:1-10
Joy of the Redeemed 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; 
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; 
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the LORD, 
the splendor of our God. 
Strengthen the feeble hands, 
steady the knees that give way; 
4 say to those with fearful hearts, 

TELL PEOPLE WITH FEAR IN HEART

"Be strong, do not fear;    your God will come, 


BECOME STRONG | NOT FEAR | YOUR GOD WILL COME

he will come with vengeance;     with divine retribution 


(HE COME WITH REVENGE | WITH HOLY PUNISHMENT

he will come to save you." 


(HE COME SAVE YOU
 5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 


   ____t_____

NEXT | BLIND EYE | OPEN

and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 


____t____


DEAF EAR | OPEN
 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, 

CRIPPLE [PEOPLE] JUMP SAME-AS DEER

and the mute tongue shout for joy. 


SILENT TONGUE | SHOUT FOR JOY

Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 


WATER | FLOW IN DESERT AREA
 7 The burning sand will become a pool, 

BURN SAND BECOME WATER AREA

the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 


In the haunts where jackals once lay, 


PLACE DOG LAY BEFORE

grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.


NOW GRASS | R-E-E-D | P-A-P-Y-R-U-S GROW

And a highway will be there; 
it will be called the Way of Holiness. 
The unclean will not journey on it; 
it will be for those who walk in that Way; 
wicked fools will not go about on it.
No lion will be there, 
nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; 
they will not be found there. 
But only the redeemed will walk there, 
and the ransomed of the LORD will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
Psalm 146
Refrain

I will praise your name forever, 


I PRAISE (YOUR NAME FOREVER
My King and my God.



MY KING | MY GOD
Praise the Lord, O my soul,*


(PRAISE-TO LORD | O MY SOUL

I will sing praise to my God as long as
I SING (PRAISE-TO MY GOD 



I live.





ALL MY LIFE
Do not put your trust in princes,*
NOT PUT YOUR TRUST IN PRINCE or
in mortal men, who cannot save.
IN HUMAN MAN | (THEY CAN’T SAVE
Blessed is he whose hope is in the Lord

BLESSED PERSON | (HIS HOPE IN 


his God,*




LORD (HIS GOD

the maker of heaven and earth.

MAKER O-F HEAVEN | EARTH
Refrain

The Lord gives food to the hungry,*

HUNGRY PEOPLE | LORD GIVE FOOD 

the Lord sets prisoners free.

PRISON-PEOPLE | LORD SET FREE
The Lord gives sight to the blind,*

BLIND-PEOPLE | LORD GIVE-THEM SIGHT
the Lord lifts up those who are

PEOPLE BOWED | LORD LIFTS-UP



bowed down.




The Lord watches over the outcast*

LORD TAKES-CARE REJECTED 








PEOPLE

and sustains the fatherless and the
SUPPORT CHILDREN HAVE NO 


widow.




FATHER | WIFE NO HUSBAND
The Lord remains faithful forever.*

LORD STAY FAITHFUL FOREVER

He upholds the cause of the oppressed.
SUPPORT PEOPLE (BECOME 








OPPRESS
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*


GLORY OFFER-TO FATHER | SON


and to the Holy Spirit,



HOLY SPIRIT

as it was in the beginning,*



SAME-AS | AGO-AGO | BEGINNING

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
TRUE NOW | WILL FOREVER | AMEN
Second Lesson...................................................... James 5:7-11
Patience in Suffering 


Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land 
to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be 
patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Don't grumble against each other, 
brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 

Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke 
in the name of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You 
have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord 
is full of compassion and mercy.
Gospel.................................................................... Matthew 11:2-11
When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to ask him, "Are 
you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 

Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account 
of me." 

As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What 
did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings' palaces. 
Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is 
the one about whom it is written: 

" 'I will send my messenger ahead of you, 


who will prepare your way before you.' I tell you the truth: Among those born of women 
there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.
Prayer of the Day
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance.  Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia.  I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.  Alleluia (Matthew 11:10 cf. NIV)
ATTEND OUR PRAYER | LORD JESUS CHRIST | COME WITH GOOD INFORMATION OF YOUR MIGHTY DELIVER | SEND THE DARK FROM OUR HEART | FILL US WITH YOUR LIGHT | WHY? | YOU LIVES | RULE WITH FATHER | HOLY SPIRIT | TRINITY | NOW | FOREVER | 

ALLELUIA | I SEND MY MESSAGE-PERSON AHEAD YOU | HE PREPARE YOUR WAY | ALLELUIA

Isaiah 35:1-10





Isaiah 35:1-10








