Advent 3 (Year B)


First Lesson.................................................................... Isaiah 61:1-3, 10, 11
The Year of the LORD's Favor 
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 


because the LORD has anointed me 


to preach good news to the poor. 


He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 


to proclaim freedom for the captives 


and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor 


and the day of vengeance of our God, 


to comfort all who mourn, 

and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 


to bestow on them a crown of beauty --- instead of ashes, 


the oil of gladness --- instead of mourning, 


and a garment of praise --- instead of a spirit of despair. 


They will be called oaks of righteousness, 


a planting of the LORD ---  for the display of his splendor.

I delight greatly in the LORD; 


my soul rejoices in my God. 


For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 


and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, 


as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 


and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the soil makes the sprout come up 


and a garden causes seeds to grow, 


so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise 


spring up before all nations.

Psalm 71
Refrain









(
I will praise your name forever, 


I PRAISE YOUR NAME FOREVER
My King and my God.



MY KING | MY GOD
Praise the Lord, O my soul,*


PRAISE-TO LORD | O MY SOUL

I will sing praise to my God as long as
I SING PRAISE-TO MY GOD 



I live.





ALL MY LIFE
Do not put your trust in princes,*
NOT PUT YOUR TRUST IN PRINCE
in mortal men, who cannot save.
IN HUMAN MAN | THEY CAN’T SAVE
Blessed is he whose hope is in the Lord

BLESSED PERSON | HIS HOPE IN 


his God,*




LORD HIS GOD

the maker of heaven and earth.

MAKER O-F HEAVEN | EARTH
Refrain

The Lord gives food to the hungry,*

HUNGRY PPL | LORD GIVE FOOD 

the Lord sets prisoners free.

PRISON-PEOPLE | LORD SET FREE
The Lord gives sight to the blind,*

BLIND-PPL | LORD GIVE-THEM SIGHT
the Lord lifts up those who are

PEOPLE BOWED | LORD LIFTS-UP



bowed down.




The Lord watches over the outcast*

LORD TAKES-CARE REJECTED 








PEOPLE


and sustains the fatherless and the
SUPPORT CHILDREN HAVE NO 


widow.




FATHER | WIFE NO HUSBAND
The Lord remains faithful forever.*

LORD STAY FAITHFUL FOREVER

He upholds the cause of the oppressed.
SUPPORT PEOPLE BECOME 








OPPRESS

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*


GLORY OFFER-TO FATHER | SON


and to the Holy Spirit,



HOLY SPIRIT

as it was in the beginning,*



SAME-AS | AGO-AGO | BEGINNING

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
TRUE NOW | WILL FOREVER | AMEN
Second Lesson...................................................... I Thessalonians 5:16-24

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 


Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test 
everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. 


May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May 
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.

Gospel.................................................................... John 1:6-8, 19-28

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might 
believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

John the Baptist Denies Being the Christ 


Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and 
Levites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I 
am not the Christ." 


They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" 


He said, "I am not." 


"Are you the Prophet?" 


He answered, "No." 


Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those 
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 


John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling 
in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.' "


Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, "Why then do you 
baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 


"I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not 
know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie." 


This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing.

Prayer of the Day
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance.  Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia.  I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.  Alleluia (Matthew 11:10 cf. NIV)
(ATTEND OUR PRAYER | LORD JESUS CHRIST | COME WITH GOOD INFORMATION OF YOUR ( MIGHTY DELIVER | SEND THE DARK FROM OUR HEART | FILL US WITH YOUR ( LIGHT | WHY? | YOU LIVE | RULE WITH FATHER | HOLY SPIRIT | TRINITY | NOW | FOREVER | 

ALLELUIA | I SEND MY MESSAGE-PERSON AHEAD YOU ( | ( HE PREPARE YOUR ( WAY | ALLELUIA

Isaiah 61:1-3, 10, 11





John 1:6-8, 19-28








