Easter 2 (Year B)


First Lesson.................................................................... Acts 26:19-29

19 “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 
20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to 
the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove 
their repentance by their deeds. 21 That is why the Jews seized me in the temple 
courts and tried to kill me. 22 But I have had God’s help to this very day, and so I 
stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what 
the prophets and Moses said would happen— 23 that the Christ would suffer and, 
as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the 
Gentiles.” 
 
24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, 
Paul!” he shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.” 
 
25 “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying 
is true and reasonable. 26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak 
freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it 
was not done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know 
you do.” 
 
28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can 
persuade me to be a Christian?” 
 
29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray God that not only you but all who 
are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” 
Footnotes:
a. Acts 26:23 Or Messiah
Psalm 16
Refrain










I will walk in the presence of the Lord,

I WILL WALK IN PRESENCE LORD
in the land of the living.



IN LAND O-F LIVING
Keep me safe, O God,*



GOD | KEEP ME SAFE |

for in you I take refuge.


BECAUSE I TAKE REFUGE IN (YOU 

I said to the Lord, “You are my Lord;*
I SAY | (YOU TRUE MY LORD 

apart from you I have no good thing.”
IF (SEPARATE-FROM-YOU | I HAVE NO


GOOD THING

I have set the Lord always before me.*
I HAVE SET-UP LORD BEFORE-ME 



ALWAYS

Because he is at my right hand, 
.
BECAUSE (HE AT MY RIGHT HAND


I will not be shaken.



I NOT BECOME SCARED
Refrain

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;*
MY HEART HAPPY | MY MOUTH REJOICE

my body also will rest secure,

MY BODY ALSO REST SAFE
because you will not abandon me to the grave,*BECAUSE (YOU NOT ABANDON ME 









TO GRAVE









(
nor will you let your Holy One 

NOT ALLOW (YOUR HOLY ONE 


see decay.




SEE DECAY



You have made known to me the path of life;*
(YOU SHOW-ME PATH O-F LIFE

you will fill me with joy in your presence.
(YOU FILL ME WITH JOY IN (YOUR








( PRESENCE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*


GLORY OFFER-TO FATHER | SON


and to the Holy Spirit,



HOLY SPIRIT

as it was in the beginning,*



SAME-AS | AGO-AGO | BEGINNING

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
TRUE NOW | WILL FOREVER | AMEN

Second Lesson...................................................... 1 Corinthians 15:12-22
The Resurrection of the Dead

 
12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has 
not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, 
we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about 
God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the 
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 
raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for 
this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 
 
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
Gospel.................................................................... John 20:19-31
Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

 
19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
 
21Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you." 22And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven." 
Jesus Appears to Thomas 

 
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the 

Lord!" 


But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." 
 
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you!" 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe." 
 
28Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 
 
29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
 
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.
.

Prayer of the Day

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace.  Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Verse of the Day

Alleluia. Alleluia.  Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.  Alleluia. (John 20:29b)

RISE-FINISH LORD | (YOU MEET (YOUR DISCIPLES | TAKE-AWAY (THEIR FEAR WITH (YOUR WORD O-F PEACE | COME-TO-US ALSO THRU WORD | SACRAMENT | REMOVE OUR FEAR WITH COMFORTING PROMISE OF (YOUR CONTINUE PRESENCE | BECAUSE (YOU LIVE | RULE WITH (FATHER | ( HOLY SPIRIT || TRINITY | NOW | FOREVER | 

ALLELUIA | ALLELUIA || CHRIST RISE | ( HE RISE TRUE | ALLELUIA | BLESS PEOPLE | (THEY NOT SEE | STILL BELIEVE | ALLELUIA
Acts 26:19-29








