Easter 5 (Year A)


First Lesson.................................................................... Acts 17:1-12

In Thessalonica 

When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. As his custom was, Paul 
went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from 
the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from 
the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said. Some of the 
Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-
fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. 
But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from 
the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to 
Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 
But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers 
before the city officials, shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over 
the world have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his house. 
They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying that there is another king, one 
called Jesus." When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown 
into turmoil. Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. 
In Berea 

As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On 
arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. Now the Bereans were of more 
noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great 
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was 
true. Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women 
and many Greek men.
Psalm 33

Refrain










The earth is full of the goodness of God,

EARTH FULL WITH GOOD O-F GOD

the goodness of our God.



GOOD O-F OUR GOD

Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous;*

RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE | HAPPY (asl-









gesture to (LORD


it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
RIGHT FOR RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE 









(PRAISE HIM

For the Word of the Lord is right and true;*
BECAUSE WORD O-F LORD RIGHT | 



TRUE

he is faithful in all he does.
ALL (HE DO | TRUE FAITHFUL

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made,*
WORD O-F LORD MADE HEAVEN


their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
(HIS BREATH MADE STARS

For he spoke, and it came to be;*


(HE SPEAK-FINISH | HAPPEN!


he commanded, and it stood firm.

(HE COMMAND | STAY! | CONTINUE

Refrain

The Lord foils the plans of the nations;*

LORD PREVENT PLANS OF NATIONS


he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.
(HE PREVENT PLAN OF PEOPLE

But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever,*
BUT PLAN OF LORD CONTINUE 









STRONG FOREVER

the purposes of his heart through all  
PLAN OF (HIS HEART THRU ALL 


generations.




GENERATIONS


The Lord loves righteousness and justice;*
LORD LOVE RIGHTEOUS | JUSTICE


the earth is full of his unfailing love.
EARTH FULL (HIS NEVER FAIL LOVE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*


GLORY OFFER-TO FATHER | SON


and to the Holy Spirit,



HOLY SPIRIT

as it was in the beginning,*



SAME-AS | AGO-AGO | BEGINNING

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
TRUE NOW | WILL FOREVER | AMEN

Second Lesson...................................................... I Peter 2:4-10
The Living Stone and a Chosen People 

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: 

"See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who trusts in him 

will never be put to shame. "Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. 
But to those who do not believe, 

"The stone the builders rejected 

has become the capstone," and, 

"A stone that causes men to stumble 

and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the 
message—which is also what they were destined for. 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 
to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people 
of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Gospel.................................................................... John 14:1-12
Jesus Comforts His Disciples
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 
2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you 
that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Jesus the Way to the Father
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that 
the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. 
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I 
say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the 
evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me 
will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 
Footnotes:

1. John 14:1 Or Believe in God
2. John 14:7 Some manuscripts If you really knew me, you would know
.

Prayer of the Day

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will.  Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Verse of the Day

Alleluia. Alleluia.  Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord.  Alleluia. (John 14:6 cf. NIV)
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