Easter 7 (Year B)


First Lesson.................................................................... Acts 7:54-60
The Stoning of Stephen

54 When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 
55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see 
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they 
all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. 
Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
Psalm 8
Refrain










I will praise your name forever,
 


My King and my God.




O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your



name in all the earth!*





You have set your glory above




the heavens.





When I consider your heavens,*

The work of your fingers.

What is man that you are mindful of him,*

The Son of Man that you care for him?

Refrain

You made him a little lower than the

 


heavenly beings*




 

and crowned him with glory and honor.

You made him ruler over the works of



your hands,*
you put everything under his feet. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*


GLORY OFFER-TO FATHER | SON


and to the Holy Spirit,



HOLY SPIRIT

as it was in the beginning,*



SAME-AS | AGO-AGO | BEGINNING

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
TRUE NOW | WILL FOREVER | AMEN

Refrain

Second Lesson...................................................... Hebrews 7:18-27

18 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless 19 (for
 the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw 
near to God. 

20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 
21 but he became a priest with an oath when God said to him:

“The Lord has sworn


and will not change his mind: 

‘You are a priest forever.’”

22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better 
covenant. 

23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them 
from continuing in office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent 
priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God 
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

26 Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set 
apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he 
does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for 
the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered 
himself. 
Footnotes:
a. Hebrews 7:21 Psalm 110:4

b. Hebrews 7:25 Or forever
Gospel.................................................................... John 17:11b-19

11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name 
you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 12While I was with them, I 
protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been 
lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13"I 
am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that 
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14I have given them your 
word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I 
am of the world. 15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I 
have sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified.
Footnotes:   John 17:17 Greek hagiazo (set apart for sacred use or make holy also in verse 19).

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Verse of the Day

Alleluia. Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  Alleluia.  (John 14:23 cf. NIV)
| HE LIVE | RULE WITH YOU  | HOLY SPIRIT | TRINITY | NOW | FOREVER | 

ALLELUIA | ALLELUIA | CHRIST RISE | ( HE RISE TRUE | ALLELUIA | | ALLELUIA | 
Hebrews 7:18-27








