Epiphany 6 (Year B)


First Lesson.................................................................... 2 Kings 5:1-14
Naaman Healed of Leprosy 


Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a 
great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the 
LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. 

Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from 
Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. She said to her mistress, "If only my master 
would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy." 

Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 
"By all means, go," the king of Aram replied. "I will send a letter to the king of 
Israel." So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels 

of gold and ten sets of clothing. The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: 
"With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him 
of his leprosy." 

As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, "Am 
I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me 
to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!" 

When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, 
he sent him this message: "Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to 
me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel." So Naaman went with his 
horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha's house. Elisha sent a 
messenger to say to him, "Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your
flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed." 

But Naaman went away angry and said, "I thought that he would surely 
come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his 
hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the 
rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in 
them and be cleansed?" So he turned and went off in a rage. 

Naaman's servants went to him and said, "My father, if the prophet had told 
you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, 
when he tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'!" So he went down and dipped himself 
in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was 
restored and became clean like that of a young boy.
Footnotes: 

a. 2 Kings 5:1 The Hebrew word was used for various diseases affecting the skin-not necessarily leprosy; also in verses 3, 6, 7, 11 and 27. 

b. 2 Kings 5:5 That is, about 750 pounds (about 340 kilograms) 

c. 2 Kings 5:5 That is, about 150 pounds (about 70 kilograms) 
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Remember your mercy, O Lord;


REMEMBER YOUR MERCY | LORD
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remember your mercy and love.


REMEMBER YOUR MERCY | LOVE

Blessed is he whose transgressions

PERSON | HIS ( SIN-SIN | FORGIVEN |


are forgiven,*

whose sins are covered.


COVER(ED) | HE( BECOME BLESS

When I kept silent, your hand was heavy
HAPPEN   I  QUIET | (YOUR HAND  


upon me;*





PRESSURE-ON-ME

my strength was sapped as in the
MY STRENGTH | GONE | SAME-AS 

heat of summer.



DURING SUMMER HEAT

Then I acknowledged my sin to you*
MY SIN | I ADMIT-TO-YOU (

and did not cover up my iniquity.

NOT HIDE [MY SIN]
I said, “I will confess my transgressions

MY SIN | I ADMIT-TO LORD


to the Lord,”*

and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
( YOU FORGIVE GUILT O-F MY SIN
Refrain

You are my hiding place;*



(YOU | MY HIDE PLACE


you will protect me from trouble.

(YOU PROTECT-ME FROM TROUBLE

Many are the woes of the wicked,*

WICKED PEOPLE | MANY SORROW

but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds  
BUT LORD HIS LOVE | CONTINUE








(CL:4) SURROUND
those who trust in him.


PEOPLE | THEY TRUST IN LORD

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*


GLORY OFFER-TO FATHER | SON


and to the Holy Spirit,



HOLY SPIRIT

as it was in the beginning,*



SAME-AS | AGO-AGO | BEGINNING

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
TRUE NOW | WILL FOREVER | AMEN

Second Lesson...................................................... I Corinthians 9:24-27

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the 
prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 

Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to 
get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 
Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man 
beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have 
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
Gospel.................................................................... Mark 1:40-45
A Man With Leprosy 


A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are 
willing, you can make me clean." 

Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I 
am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately the leprosy left him and he was 
cured. 

Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: "See that you don't tell 
this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." Instead he went 
out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no 
longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still 
came to him from everywhere.
Footnotes: 

a. Mark 1:40 The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy. 

Prayer of the Day
Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to know the things that please you and the grace and power always to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia (John 6:68 cf. NIV)
LORD GOD | IN MERCY ACCEPT PRAYERS FROM (YOUR PEOPLE | GIVE THEM( WISDOM | WHY? | KNOW THE THINGS PLEASE (YOU || GIVE THEM( <GRACE | POWER> TO SUCCEED | THRU JESUS CHRIST (YOUR SON | (HE LIVE | RULE WITH YOU  | HOLY SPIRIT | TRINITY | NOW | FOREVER | 

ALLELUIA | LORD | I GO-TO WHO? | (YOU HAVE WORDS O-F ETERNAL LIFE | ALLELUIA
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