Mission of the Church

Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with believers in our congregation and in our synod.
Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully.
Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you.
Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love.
Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.
Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled.
Silent prayer.
Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places where we cannot go.  Keep them and their loved ones in your care, and let nothing hinder their work.  By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us and others. 

Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success.  Let your kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise forever.
Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.
ASL translation on next page:

Mission of the Church

AS MEMBERS OF (YOUR HOLY CHURCH | FOR (YOUR <WORD | SACRAMENTS> | FOR OPPORTUNITY OF WORSHIP | GROW IN <FAITH | KNOWLEDGE> | FOR OPPORTUNITY <SERVE PEOPLE | and BECOME SERVE> | FOR UNITY WITH BELIEVE PEOPLE IN <OUR CHURCH | IN OUR SYNOD>
LORD | (HELP-US REJOICE IN BLESSING | USE BLESSING FAITHFUL
JESUS CHRIST | LORD O-F CHURCH | (YOU GIVE YOUR PEOPLE GRACE | HOW? | CALL-US BECOME (YOUR WITNESS IN WORLD || OUR EYES-OPEN  SEE WONDERFUL MISSION FUTURE | (HELP-US SEE (YOUR FACE | WHERE? | EYES BELONG LONELY | HURT EYES BELONG SICK PEOPLE | SEEK EYES OF LOST PEOPLE || JESUS | (HELP-US SERVE OTHER PEOPLE SAME-AS WE (SERVE YOU

HELP-US SEE OPPORTUNITY PROCLAIM YOUR MESSAGE O-F LOVE
HOLY SPIRIT | ( YOU GIVER OF LIFE || THRU <WORD | SACRAMENT> | (GIVE-US <WISDOM | POWER>| FOR-FOR? | <WITNESS CLEAR | ACT BOLD> || ( HELP-US SPEAK TRUTH IN LOVE | GIVE REASON FOR OUR HOPE | ACT WITH <COMPASSION | RESPECT>
BURN IN OUR HEARTS DURING WORK | WITNESS FOR CHRIST
(PAY-ATTEND LORD | WHILE WE PRAY FOR FAMILY MEMBER | PERSON WE KNOW | NEIGHBOR | FRIEND NOT BELIEVE (YOU OR HIS FAITH <WEAK | TROUBLED> 
Silent prayer.
BLESS CHURCH WITH MEN | WOMEN | BOTH WILLING ANNOUNCE (YOUR WORD IN PLACES WE CANT GO || TAKE-CARE THEM | THEIR FAMILY | ALLOW NOTHING PREVENT THEIR WORK || THRU POWER OF GOSPEL | MAKE NEW THEIR SPIRITS EVERY-DAY | WHY? | THEY NOT-DEPRESSED DURING <SERVE US | SERVE OTHER PEOPLE> 

HELP-US SUPPORT THEM WITH PRAYER | OUR AMOUNT OFFERING 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

LORD | EVERY PLACE (YOUR WORD PROCLAIM | GIVE SUCCESS || ALLOW (YOUR KINGDOM (COME <US | OTHER PEOPLE> | WHY? | WE WILL JOIN GATHER SAINTS | ANGELS | PRAISE (asl-gesture-to YOU FOREVER 

SAVIOR OF ALL PEOPLE | (PAY-ATTEND OUR PRAYER | (HELP-US DURING OUR MISSION | AMEN
