Pentecost 13 (Year C)


First Lesson.................................................................... Jeremiah 23:23-29 
23 "Am I only a God nearby," 


declares the LORD, 


"and not a God far away? 
 24 Can anyone hide in secret places 


so that I cannot see him?" 


declares the LORD. 


"Do not I fill heaven and earth?" 


declares the LORD. 
 25 "I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, 
'I had a dream! I had a dream!' 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these 
lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 27 They think the 
dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their 
fathers forgot my name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream 
tell his dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has 
straw to do with grain?" declares the LORD. 29 "Is not my word like fire," declares 
the LORD, "and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
Psalm 139a
Refrain









(
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul;















(
in you I trust, my God.




O Lord, you have searched me and

|

you know me;*

you perceive my thoughts from afar.

You discern my going out and my
 

lying down;*






you are familiar with all my ways.
 
Refrain

Where can I go from your Spirit?;*



Where can I flee from your presence?

If I go up to the heavens, you are there;*

 

if I make my bed in the depths,   



you are there.









If I rise on the wings of the dawn.*



if I settle on the far side of the sea,

even there your hand will guide me.*



your right hand will hold me fast.


Glory be to the Father and to the Son*


GLORY OFFER-TO FATHER | SON


and to the Holy Spirit,



HOLY SPIRIT

as it was in the beginning,*



SAME-AS | AGO-AGO | BEGINNING

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
TRUE NOW | WILL FOREVER | AMEN
Second Lesson...................................................... Hebrews 12:1-13 
God Disciplines His Sons 

 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart. 

 4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding your blood. 5And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that 
addresses you as sons: 


"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, 



and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

 
6because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 



and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 
 
7Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is 
not disciplined by his father? 8If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes 
discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9Moreover, we 
have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How 
much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10Our fathers 
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share in his holiness. 11No discipline seems pleasant at the 
time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 
peace for those who have been trained by it. 
 
12Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13"Make level 
paths for your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.
Footnotes: 

a. Hebrews 12:6 Prov. 3:11,12

b. Hebrews 12:13 Prov. 4:26

Gospel.................................................................... Luke 12:49-53 
Not Peace but Division 

 
49"I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled! 50But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is 
completed! 51Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 
division. 52From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, 
three against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father against son 
and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."
Prayer of the Day

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Verse of the Day
Alleluia.  The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  Alleluia.
Jeremiah 23:23-29 





Hebrews 12:1-13 








