Pentecost 20 (Year A)


First Lesson.................................................................... Isaiah 5:1-7
The Song of the Vineyard 

I will sing for the one I love 


a song about his vineyard: 


My loved one had a vineyard 


on a fertile hillside. 
He dug it up and cleared it of stones 


and planted it with the choicest vines. 


He built a watchtower in it 


and cut out a winepress as well. 


Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 


but it yielded only bad fruit. 

"Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, 


judge between me and my vineyard. 

What more could have been done for my vineyard 


than I have done for it? 


When I looked for good grapes, 


why did it yield only bad? 

Now I will tell you 


what I am going to do to my vineyard: 


I will take away its hedge, 


and it will be destroyed; 


I will break down its wall, 


and it will be trampled. 

I will make it a wasteland, 


neither pruned nor cultivated, 


and briers and thorns will grow there. 


I will command the clouds 


not to rain on it." 

The vineyard of the LORD Almighty 


is the house of Israel, 


and the men of Judah 


are the garden of his delight. 


And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 


for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.

Psalm 118
Refrain










This is the day the Lord has made,

THIS DAY LORD MAKE-FINISH
let us rejoice and be glad!.



COME-ON REJOICE | BECOME HAPPY

Repeat

The Lord is my strength and my song;*

LORD TRUE MY STRENGTH | MY SONG

he has become my salvation.

(HE BECOME MY SALVATION
The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;*
LORD | (HIS RIGHT HAND | EXALT
the Lord’s right hand has done.
(HIS RIGHT HAND DO MIGHTY


mighty things!



THINGS
I will not die but live,*



ME NOT DIE | ME LIVE WILL

and will proclaim what the


 ME PROCLAIM LORD (HIS DEEDS


Lord has done.
.


WILL
Refrain

I will give you thanks, for you answered me,*
ME GIVE-YOU( THANKS | WHY? YOU








ANSWER ME

you have become my salvation.

(YOU BECOME MY SALVATION
The stone the builders rejected has become
STONE | BUILDER REJECT-it | NOW

the capstone;*




BECOME FINAL-STONE
the Lord has done this, and it is

LORD DO-FINISH | THAT WONDERFUL


marvelous in our eyes.


IN OUR EYES
This is the day the Lord has made,*

THIS DAY LORD MAKE-FINISH

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

COME-ON REJOICE | BECOME HAPPY
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*


GLORY OFFER-TO FATHER | SON


and to the Holy Spirit,



HOLY SPIRIT

as it was in the beginning,*



SAME-AS | AGO-AGO | BEGINNING

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
TRUE NOW | WILL FOREVER | AMEN

Refrain

Second Lesson...................................................... Philippians 3:12-21
Pressing on Toward the Goal 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you 
think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have already
 attained. 

Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live 
according to the pattern we gave you. For, as I have often told you before and now say again 
even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their 
god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. But our 
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

Gospel.................................................................... Matthew 21:33-43
The Parable of the Tenants 

"Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some 
farmers and went away on a journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants 
to the tenants to collect his fruit. 

"The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Then 
he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same 
way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said. 

"But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's 
kill him and take his inheritance.' So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. 

"Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 

"He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent the 
vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time." 

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: 


" 'The stone the builders rejected 


has become the capstone;


the Lord has done this,


and it is marvelous in our eyes'? 

"Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people who will produce its fruit.
.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Verse of the Day

Alleluia., I will proclaim your name to my people; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.  Alleluia. (Hebrews 2:12 cf. RSV)
ALMIGHTY GOD | THRU YOUR RICH GOOD | KEEP US SAFE AGAINST EVERY EVIL IN BODY | SOUL || MAKE US READY | WITH HAPPY HEARTS | DO THINGS PLEASE YOU( | THROUGH JESUS CHRIST | (YOUR SON | OUR LORD | (HE LIVES | RULE WITH (YOU | HOLY SPIRIT | TRINITY | NOW | FOREVER | 

ALLELUIA | (YOUR NAME | I PROCLAIM | SPREAD-TO MY PEOPLE || I PRAISE-YOU( | INSIDE CHURCH GROUP | ALLELUIA | 




Isaiah 5:1-7








